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PREFACE. 


Tue earnest and increasing desire which has for 
some time past manifested itself throughout this coun- 
try, to obtain information concerning the progress of 
Christianity, and its influence upon the happiness of 
mankind, indicates a growing interest of feeling in fa- 
vour of the sublime objects of the true religion. 

In proportion to the extent of such a disposition, will _ 
be its tendency to counteract the taste which has so 
long and so generally prevailed, to gratify curiosity 
about things of a much less important and less inter- 
esting nature. 

Were that the only benefit produced by publications 
of this sert, no time*nor labour bestowed upon them 
should be deemed an employment unbecoming a 
Christian. 

To such as love the prosperity of Zion above their 
chief joy, the intelligence of its boundaries being en- 
larged, the number of its citizens augmented, its waste 
places built up, its work revived, its cause flourishing, 
must be a source of joy, thanksgiving, and praise, and 
tend to enkindle zeal, and give activity to exertions in 
promoting the interests of that kingdom which en- 
dureth for ever. 
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In the desire to advance these ends, the design of at-. 
tempting such a publication as this originated. If they 
shall in any good degree be attained by it, the best 
feelings of the heart will be gratified, and fresh mo- 
tives afforded for continuing the work. 

The subscriptions to the paper having filled up with 
a rapidity far exceeding the expectation of the editor, 
he has been induced to commence the publication at a 
much earlier period than was anticipated. 

This circumstance, while it exhibits an auspicious 
indication of the opinion of the religious public in fa- 
vour of works of this kind, will be an additional incen- 
tive to make the paper deserving of their encourage- 
ment and support. 

A more ample explanation of its plan than is given in 
the prospectus, is considered unnecessary at present. 

The communication of general reports of the pro- 
ceedings of religious and charitable institutions and au- 
thentic statements of facts tending to further the ob- 
jects of this paper, are respectfully solicited, will be 
thankfully received, and meet suitable attention. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Amonc the several institutions which are the off- 
spring of Christian philanthropy, and which do ho- 
nour to the Christian name, that of Sunday Schools 
certainly holds no ordinary rank. In Great-Britain, 
where the system appears to have originated, its value 
has been amply tested, by an experience of more than 
thirty years of its bemign effects upon the lower or- 
ders of society. 

The attention and interest which this subject has 
excited in the United States, and especially the exer- 
tions in its favour which it has recently called forth in 
this city, have induced us to give it a prominent place 
in this paper. 

The benefit which the cause of religion derives from 
teaching the illiterate poor to read the Bible, is of itself 
one of the greatest that can be promoted by, human 
agency upon that large, and formerly much neglected, 

ortion of the community. 

' It has other highly important advantages also, which 
will be fully developed in the history and progress of 
that institution ; a summary of which itis intended oc- 
casionally to exhibit in the course of this publication. 

We shall commence that history, by furnishing an 
account given of its origin by its venerable founder, 
Robert Raikes, in a letter addressed to Col. Townley, 
of Lancashire, premised by some remarks respecting 
the reflections which prompted that philanthropist to 

lan this laudable undertaking; as extracted from The 
es ta School Repository, published in England. 


©. 


At a period of life when success rarely inspires moderation 
in the pursuits of fortune, Mr. Raikes remembered the great 
law of his Christian profession, that no man liveth to himself. 
He looked around for occasions of disinterested, yet not un- 
productive, exertion, and found them near at hand. Pre- 
vention of crimes, by instruction or reproof, and compassion 
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for even justly suffering criminals, were united in his idea of 
Christian benevolence, which 


To every want, and every wo, 

To guilt itself, when in distress, 

The balm of pity will impart, 

And all relief that bounty can bestow. 


According to the European Magasine for 1788, (xiv. 315.) 


“ The first object which demanded his notice was the mi- 
serable state of the county Bridewell, within the city of Glou- 
cester, which being part of the county gaol, the persons com- 
mitted by the magistrate out of the Sessions for petty offences, 
associated, through necessity, with felons of the worst de- 
scription, with little or no means of assistance fron labour ; 
with little, if any, allowance from the county ; without either 
meat, drink, or clothing ; depending chiefly on the precarious 
charity of such as visited the prison, W hether brought thither 
by business, curiosity, or compassion. 

“ To relieve these miserable and forlorn wretches, and to 
render their situation supportable at least, Mr. Raikes em- 
ployed both his pen, his influence, and his property, to pro- 
cure them the necessaries of life: and finding that i ignorance 
was generally the procuring cause of those enormities which 
brought them to become objects of his notice, he determined, 
if possible to procure them some moral and religious instruc- 
tion. In this he succeeded, by means of bounties and encou- 
ragement given to such of the prisoners as were able to read ; 
and these, by being directed to proper books, improved both 
themselves and their fellow- -prisoners, and afforded great en- 
couragement to persevere in the benevolent design. He 
then procured for them a supply of work, to preclude every 
excuse and temptation to idleness.” 


Mr. Raikes could not pursue his generous purpose towards 
these forlorn outcasts from civilized life, without many serious 
reflections. His mind must have been peculiarly affected 
with the sad consequences arising from the neglect, or rather 
the total absence, of opportunities for early instruction 
among the poor. He was thus prepared to indulge a second 
project, the success of which he lived to see extending, pro- 
bably, beyond his most sanguine expectations. 

Mr. Raikes in the year 1783, inserted’a paragraph in his 
weekly Journal, giving a short account of the good effects re- 
sulting from the first little trial of a Sunday School. This 


paragraph chanced to fall under the inspection of colonel! 
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Townly, a gentleman of Lancashire, who in consequence, 
(the paragraph being anonymous) wrote to the Mayor of 
Gloucester, desiring further information, which produced the 
following letter. Colonel Townly having desired leave to 
publish this letter in the Gentleman’s Magazine, (see Gentle- 
man’s Magazine for 1784, vol. 54. p. 410.) that publication 
diffused the subject throughout the kingdom. 


“ Gloucester, Nov. 25, [1783]. 
“ SIR, 

‘“‘ My friend, the Mayor, has just communicated to me the 
letter which you have honoured him with, inquiring into the 
nature of the Sunday Schools. The beginning of this scheme 
was entirely owing to accident. Some business leading me 
one morning into the suburbs of the city, where the lowest of 
the people (who are principally employed in the pin-manu- 
factory) chiefly reside, 1 was struck with concern at seeing a 
group of children, wretchedly ragged, at play in the: street. 
{ asked an inhabitant whether those children belonged to that 
part of the town, and lamented their misery and idleness. 
Ah! Sir, said the woman to whom I was speaking, could you 
take a view of this part of the town on a Sunday, you would 
be shocked indeed ; for then the street is filled with multi- 
tudes of these wretches, who, released on that day from em- 
ployment, spend their time in noise and riot, playing at ' 
chuck, and cursing and swearing in a manner so horrid, as to 
convey to any serious mind an idea of hell rather than any 
other place. We have a worthy Clergyman, said she, Mi- 
nister of our parish, who has put some of them to school ; but 
upon the Sabbath, they are all given up to follow their incli- 
nations without restraint, as their parents, totally abandoned 
themselves, have no idea of instilling into the minds of their 
children principles to which they themselves are entire 
strangers. 

“ This conversation suggested to me, that it would at least 
be a harmless attempt, if it were productive of no good, should 
some little plan be formed to check this deplorable profana- 
tion of the Sabbath. I then inquired of the woman, if there 
were any decent well-disposed women in the neighbourhood, 
who kept schools for teaching to read. I presently was di- 
rected to four. To these I applied, and made an agreement 
with them, to receive as many children as I should send upon 
the Sunday, whom they were to instruct in reading, and in the 
church catechism. For this I engaged to pay them eacha 
shilling for their day’s employment. The women seemed 
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pleased with the proposal. I then waited on the Clergyman 
before mentioned, and imparted to him my plan. He was so 
much satisfied with the idea, that he engaged to lend his as- 
sistance, by going round to the schools on a Sunday after- 
noon, to examine the progress that was made, and to enforce 
order and decorum among sucha set of little heathens. 

“* This, Sir, was the commencement of the plan. It is now 
about three years since we began, and I could wish you were 
here to make inquiry into the effect. A woman who lives in 
a lane where I had fixed a school, told me some time ago, that 
the place was : a heaven upon Sundays, compared to 
what it used to be. The numbers who have learned to read 
and say their catechism are so great, that I am astonished at 
it. Upon the Sunday afternoon, the mistresses take their 
scholars to church, a place into which neither they nor their 
ancestors ever entered, with a view to the glory of God. But 
what is yet more extraordinary, within this month, these little 
ragamuffins have in great numbers taken it into their heads to 
frequent the early morning prayers, which are held every 
morning at the cathedral at seven o’clock. I believe there 
were near fifty this morning. They assemble at the house 
of one of the mistresses, and walk before her to church, two 
and two, in as much order as a company of soldiers. I am 
generally at church, and after service they all come round me 
to make their bow ; and if any animosities have arisen, to 
make their complaint. The great lpm I inculcate, is, 
to be kind and good-natured to each other; not to provoke 
one another; to be dutiful to their parents ; not to offend 
God by cursing and swearing ; and such little plain precepts 
as all may understand. As my profession is that of a print- 
er, I have printed a little book, which I give amongst them : 
and some friends of mine, subscribers to the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, sometimes make me a present 
of a parcel of Bibles, Testaments, &c. which I distribute as 
rewards to the deserving. The success that has attended 
this scheme has induced one or two of my friends to adopt 
the plan, and set up Sunday Schools in other parts of the 
city, and now a whole parish has taken up the object; so 
that I flatter myself in time the good effects will appear so 
conspicuous as to become generally adopted. ‘The number 
of children at present thus engaged on the Sabbath are be- 
tween two and three hundred, and they are increasing every 
week, as the benefit is universally seen. I have endeavour- 
ed to engage the clergy of my acquaintance that reside in 
their parishes. One has entered into the scheme with great 
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fervour; and it was in order to excite others to follow his 
example, that I inserted in my _ the paragraph which I 
suppose you saw — into the London papers. I cannot 
express to you the pleasure I often receive, in discovering ge- 
nius and innate good dispositions, among this little multitude. 
It is botanizing in human nature. I have often, too, the satis- 
faction of receiving thanks from parents, for the reformation 
they perceive in their children. Often I have given them 
kind admonitions, which I always do in the mildest and gen- 
tlest manner. The going among them, doing them little 
kindnesses, distributin trifling rewards, and ingratiating my- 
self with them, I hear, have given me an ascendancy, greater 
than I ever could have imagined ; for I am told by their mis- 
tresses that they are very much afraid of my displeasure. If 
you ever pass through Gloucester, I shall be happy to pay 
my respect to you, and to show you the effects of this effort 
at civilization. If the glory of God be promoted in any, even 
the smallest degree, society must me some benefit. If good 
seed be sown in the mind, at an early period of human life, 
though it shows itself not again for many years, it may please 
God, at some future unliel to cause it to spring up, and to 
bring forth a plenteous harvest. 

“ With regard to the rules adopted, I only require that they 
come to the school on Sunday as clean as possible. Many 
were at first deterred because they wanted decent clothing, 
but I could not undertake to supply this defect. 1 argue, 
therefore, if you can loiter about, without shoes, and in a rag- 
ged coat, you may as well come to school, and learn what 
may tend to your good in that garb. I 2 ge none on that 
footing. All that I require, are clean hands, clean face, and 
the hair combed ; if you have no clean shirt, come in that you 
have on. The want of decent apparel, at first, kept great 
numbers at a distance, but they now begin to grow wiser, 
and all are pressing to learn. I have had the good luck to 
procure places for some that were deserving, which has been 
of great use. You will understand that these children are 
from six years to12 or 14. Boys and girls above this age, 
who have been totally vndiiacighined, are generally too re- 
fractory for this government. A reformation in society seems 
to me only practicable by establishing notices of duty and 
practical habits of order and decorum at an early stage. But 
whither am I running? I am ashamed to see how much | 
have trespassed on your patience; but I thought the most 
complete idea of Sunday Schools, was to be conveyed to you 
by telling what first suggested the thought. The same sen- 
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timents would have arisen’ in your mind, had they happened 
to have been called forth, as they were suggested to me. 

“ T have no doubt that you will find great improvement to 
be made on this plan. The minds of men have taken great 
hold on that prejudice, that we are to do nothing on the Sab- 
bath-day, which may be deemed labour, and therefore we are 
to be excused from ali application of mind as well as body. 
The rooting out this prejudice is the point I aim at as my fa- 
vourite object. Our Saviour takes particular pains to mani- 
fe-t that whatever tended to promote the health and. happiness 
of our fellow-creatures, were sacrifices peculiarly acceptable 
on that day. 

* {| do not think | have written so long a letter for some 
years. But you will excuse me; my heart is warm in the 
cause. Ithink this the kind of reformation most requisite in 
this kingdom. let our patriots employ themselves in rescu- 
ing their countrymen from that despotism, which tyrannical 
passions and vicious inclinations exercise over them, and 
they will find that true liberty and national welfare are more 
essentially promoted, than by any reform in parliament. 

** As often as I have attempted to conclude, some new idea 
has arisen. ‘This is strange, as | am writing to a person whom 
I never have, and perhaps never may see; but I have felt 
that we think alike: I shall therefore only add my ardent 
wishes, that your views of promoting the happiness of society 
may be attended with every possible success, conscious that 
your own internal enjoyment will thereby be considerably 
advanced. | 

‘* | have the honour to be, Sir, 
* Yours, &c. 


“ R. RAIKES.” 


—3 +o 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


At a Meeting, held in the Hall of the Buacx Butt Inn, on 
the 5th of October, 1815, it was unanimously resolved to form 
a Society, under the following designation, * Tag GLasecow 
AvuxiLiary Socinry in Alp or trHs Baptist Mission anp 
TRANSLATIONS IN InDiIA.”? The Funds of this Society, are 
to be applied to the support of the Mission in general, includ- 
ing the Schools and Translations ; or of the Schools, or Trans- 
lations of the Scriptures, in particular, as Subscribers shall 
direct. How much the Baptist Mission in India is distin- 
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guished for zeal and success in preaching the Gospel, in teach- 
ing Schools, and in translating the Holy Scriptures into the 
numerous languages of the East, has long been well known to 
the public. 

Dr. Carey and his associates have seen their labours 
crowned with remarkable success, in a part of the world, sup- 
posed by many, to be peculiarly unfavourable. India was 
the boast of the infidel, who thought that no efforts of Chris- 
tianity should ever overcome the Cast, and other barriers of 
idolatry, among those whom he termed the amiable Hindoos. 
This boast is now put to silence ; and, in a great measure, b 
the Baptist Missionaries. Others have done, and are still 
doing wortiily, in the same work. But the most eminent of 
these unite in giving distinguished praise to their Baptist 
brethren. It is universally allowed that the —— executing a 
remarkable number of translations of the Holy Scriptures ; 
while, at the same time, there is reason to think, that each is 
made with care and fidelity. In the study of the Oriental 
languages, they have made several discoveries of great im- 
portance to general literature. But their literary researches 
have been always subservient to the preaching of the Gospel. 
By this means, many natives have been turned from idols to 
serve the living and true God. Missionary stations, and 
Christian Churches have been established in several places 
of that immense country. Good has been done not only 
among the natives, but the Europeans also resident in India. 
In Calcutta, where, at no distant period, a serious Christian 
was hardly to be found, there is now a religious public, a re- 
gular supply of the means of grace, and a growing disposition. 
among the people to profit by them. 

At home, Brother Fuller (a name which will be long re- 
membered with the warmest sentiments of affection me es- 
teem) was the judicious correspondent of his brethren in 
India, and the zealous, indefatigable advocate, in recom- 
mending and vindicating their cause. In promoting the In- 
dia Mission, he was honoured to promote, very extensively, 
the general cause of Christ both at home and abroad, His 
situation, as Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, 
greatly enlarged the sphere of his usefulness, and w onderful- 
ly excited the energy of his mind, even in the decline of life. 
For many years, he was in the habit of undertaki ing frequent 
and extensive journies, To the very last, these continued to be 
increasingly acceptable. The excellent sermons ; the amia- 
hle simplicity ; ; the decided superiority of talent combined 
with modesty and candour; the affection, and the holy ar- 
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dour, of the venerable man; the important business which 
brought him; and the multiplied tokens of divine favour 
which attended it ;~-these things made the times of his visits 
to Glasgow, a kind of general jubilee to the Christians of the 
place. His Master would no longer delay inviting him into 
the joy of his Lord. We are, therefore, called by Provi- 
dence, to endeavour to supply the loss of the service, which 
he so ably and faithfully performed. We have formed an 
Auxiliary Society to the India Mission; and we hope that 
Christian friends will, in many places, be led to adopt the 
same measure. : 

Independently, indeed, of the death of Mr. Fuller, the 
formation of such Societies is called for by the progress of 
Missionary undertakings. It is accordingly become a gene- 
ral measure, in behalf of all the leading schemes which are 
prosecuting for the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom ; 
and we may hail it as an evidence of growing zeal, and ani- 
mating success. 

The cause of Missions has always been calculated to pro- 
mote Christian liberality. This is the case, not only where 
the Missionary Societies consist of members of different de- 
nominations, but also where they consist of those who belong 
exclusively toone. Where the members are of one denomi- 
nation, and the contributors of many, it is the strongest possi- 
ble proof of liberality. It shows that Christians are disposed 
to encourage what is good wherever they see it; and that 
those, whom they are thus led to assist, have, by wisdom and 
integrity, obtained the confidence of many, beyond the circle 
of their immediate connexions. The Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety, and its numerous friends, are a happy example of this 
state of things. In the Auxiliary Society, which is here an- 
nounced, all denominations of Christians are admissible, both 
among the members and the contributors. At the same time, 
liberality is made perfectly consistent with the strictest ad- 
herence to conscientious principle. Some feel not at liberty 
to promote the Baptist Mission as a whole, who can never- 
theless aid it in an important branch of its operations : such 
ean subscribe separately for the schools, or for the Oriental 
translations of Scripture. 

Of those who confine their aid to the translations of the 
Scripture, some have said, it is sufficient to give more to the 
Bible Society, and this will enable them to add to the very 
liberal donations which they have repeatedly given to the 
Missionaries at Serampore. Those who have formed this 
Auxiliary Society, delight in the Bible Society, and have no 
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doubt of its steady friendship to the Missionaries at Seram- 
pore ; but they are of opinion, that those Missionaries, and 
their constituents at home, deserve immediate support from 
the Christian public at large, and ought not to be left in a state 
of dependence on any other Society, however trust-worthy 
and powerful. 

Ifany should yet urge, that the translations may be errone- 
ous; it may be answered, that no translation is absolutely 
perfect ; yet none probably so bad as not to contain the doc- 
trines of salvation. The first English Bible, translated by 
Wickliffe, was an unspeakable blessing, although it was only 
the version of a version, which was both imperfect and cor- 
rupt. With all its faults, the Vulgate Bible made Luthera 
Christian and a Protestant. We believe our Baptist brethren 
in India translate ably and faithfully, to the best of their know- 
ledge and belief; and what more can be expected from men ? 
The difference of judgment among Christians, on the subject 
of Baptism, is well known ; but very few, we presume, would 
scruple to say, ‘* Would to God that all the Brahmans in In- 
dia were steche like Brother Fuller or Brother Carey !” 

The Oriental translations of Scripture have the immense 
advantage of being made upon the spot, in the midst of those 
who speak the respective languages, and with the assistance 
of their learned men. The Missionaries have an opportuni 
ty of observing the reception which their first attempts obtain 
from the public, and are already issuing several new editions, 
with all these means of correction and improvement. For 
the sake of these, they cheerfully expose themselves to the 
effects of a climate, very unfavourable to health and longevi- 
ty ; and they discover a remarkable degree of vigour in cir- 
cumstances naturally calculated to render them feeble. 

These considerations have led to the formation of “ The 
Glasgow Auxiliary Society, in aid of the Baptist Mission and 
Translations in India.” They are submitted to the pulic, in 
the humble hope that the undertaking will be sanctioned by 


the general approbation and support of Christians, and by the 
blessing of God. 


— _7+o 


[Ir was intended to insert in this place the latest intelli- 
gence received concerning the Moravian Missions. As that 
could not be done, without excluding other matter which it 
was considered proper to have in this Number, the intelli- 
gence above alluded to will be deferred to the next.] 








8 THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


pleased with the proposal. I then waited on the Clergyman 
before mentioned, and imparted to him my plan. He was so 
much satisfied with the idea, that he engaged to lend his as- 
sistance, by going round to the schools on a Sunday after- 
noon, to examine the progress that was made, and to enforce 
order and decorum among sucha set of little heathens. 

“ This, Sir, was the commencement of the plan. It is now 
about three years since we began, and I could wish you were 
here to make inquiry into the effect. A woman who lives in 
a lane where I had fixed a school, told me some time ago, that 
the place was se a heaven upon Sundays, compared to 
what it used to be. The numbers who have learned to read 
and say their-catechism are so great, that I am astonished at 
it. Upon the Sunday afternoon, the mistresses take their 
scholars to church, a place into which neither they nor their 
ancestors ever intense with a view to the glory of God. But 
what is yet more extraordinary, within this month, these little 


ragamuffins have in great numbers taken it into their heads to 


frequent the early morning prayers, which are held every 
morning at the cathedral at seven o’clock. I believe there 
were near fifty this morning. They assemble at the house 
of one of the mistresses, and walk before her to church, two 
and two, in as much order as a company of soldiers. I am 
generally at church, and after service they all come round me 
to make their bow; and if any animosities have arisen, to 
make their complaint. The great principle I inculcate, is, 
to be kind and good-natured to nc other; not to provoke 
one another; to be dutiful to their parents ; not to offend 
God by cursing and swearing ; and such little plain precepts 
as all may understand. As my profession is that of a print- 
er, I have printed a little book, which I give amongst them : 
and some friends of mine, subscribers to the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, sometimes make me a present 
of a parcel of Bibles, Testaments, &c. which I distribute as 
rewards to the deserving. The success that has attended 
this scheme has induced one or two of my friends to adopt 


_ the plan, and set up Sunday Schools in other parts of the 


city, and now a whole parish has taken up the object; so 
that I flatter myself in time the good effects will appear so 
conspicuous as to become generally adopted. The number 
of children at present thus engaged on the Sabbath are be- 
tween two and three hundred, and they are increasing every 
week, as the benefit is universally seen. 1 have endeavour- 
ed to engage the clergy of my acquaintance that reside in 
their parishes. One has entered into the scheme with great 
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fervour; and it was in order to excite others to follow his 
example, that I inserted in my ym the paragraph which I 
suppose you saw — into the London papers. I! cannot 
express to you the pleasure | often receive, in discovering ge- 
nius and innate good dispositions, among this little multitude. 
It is botanizing in human nature. I have often, too, the satis- 
faction of receiving thanks from parents, for the reformation 
they perceive in their children. Often I have given them 
kind admonitions, which I always do in the mildest and gen- 
tlest manner. The going among them, doing them little 
kindnesses, distributin trifling rewards, and ingratiating my- 
self with them, I ioscheel given me an ascendancy, greater 
than I ever could have imagined ; for I am told by their mis- 
tresses that they are very much afraid of my displeasure. If 
you ever pass through Gloucester, I shall be happy to pay 
my respect to you, and to show you the effects of this effort 
at civilization. If the glory of God be promoted in any, even 
the smallest degree, society must _ some benefit. If good 
seed be sown in the mind, at an early period of human life, 
though it shows itself not again for many years, it may please 
God, at some future tears to cause it to spring up, and to 
bring forth a plenteous harvest. : 

- With regard to the rules adopted, I only require that they 
come to the school on Sunday as clean as possible. Many 
were at first deterred because they wanted decent clothing, 
but I could not undertake to supply this defect. I argue, 
therefore, if you can loiter about, without shoes, and in a rag- 
ged coat, you may as well come to school, and learn what 
may tend to your good in that garb. I i age none on that 
footing. All that I require, are clean hands, clean face, and 
the hair combed ; if you have no clean shirt, come in that you 
have on. The want of decent apparel, at first, kept great 
numbers at a distance, but they now begin to grow wiser, 
and all are pressing to learn. I have had the good luck to 
procure places for some that were deserving, which has been 
of great use. You will understand that these children are 
from six years to 12 or 14. Boys and girls above this age, 
who have been totally undisciplined, are generally too re- 
fractory for this government. A reformation in society seems 
to me only practicable by establishing notices of duty and 
practical habits of order and decorum at an early stage. But 
whither am I running? I am ashamed to see how much | 
have trespassed on your patience; but I thought the most 
complete idea of Sunday Schools, was to be conveyed to you 
by telling what first suggested the thought. ‘The same sen- 
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timents would have arisé¢n’ in your mind, had they happened 
to have been called forth, 4s they were suggested to me. 

“| have no doubt that you will find great improvement to 
be made on this plan. The minds of men have taken great 
hold on that prejudice, that we are to do nothing on the Sab- 
bath-day, which may be deemed labour, and therefore we are 
to be excused from ali application of mind as well as body. 
The rooting out this prejudice is the point I aim at as my fa- 
vourite object. Our Saviour takes particular pains to mani- 
fest that whatever tended to promote the health and happiness 
of our fellow-creatures, were sacrifices peculiarly acceptable 
on that day. 

“| do not think | have written so long a letter for some 
years. But you will excuse me; my heart is warm in the 
cause. Ithink this the kind of reformation most requisite in 
this kingdom. et our patriots employ themselves in rescu- 
ing their countrymen from that despotism, which tyrannical 
passions and vicious inélinations exercise over them, and 
they will find that true liberty and national welfare are more 
essentially promoted, than by any reform in parliament. 

* As often as I have attempted to conclude, some new idea 
has arisen. ‘Thi’ is strange, as | am writing toa person whom 
I never have, and perhaps never may see; but I have felt 
that we think alike: I shall therefore only add my ardent 
wishes, that your views of promoting the happiness of society 
may be attended with every possible success, conscious that 
your own internal enjoyment will thereby be considerably 
advanced. 7 

‘‘ | have the honour to be, Sir, 
* Yours, &c. 


“ R, RAIKES.” 


-2.4+o— 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


At a Meeting, held in the Hall of the Buacx Butt Inn, on 


the 5th of October, 1815, it was unanimously resolved to form. 


a Society, under the following designation, “ Tap GLaseow 
Avuxiniary Socinry 1n Alp or t#® Baptist Mission anp 
TRANSLATIONS IN INDIA.” The Funds of this Society, are 
to be applied to the support of the Mission in general, includ- 
ing the Schools and Translations ; or of the Schools, or Trans- 
lations of the Scriptures, in particular, as Subscribers shall 
direct. How much the Baptist Mission in India is distin- 
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guished for zeal and success in preaching the Gospel, in teach- 
ing Schools, and in translating the Holy Scriptures into the 
numerous languages of the East, has long been well known to 
the public. 

Dr. Carey and his associates have seen their labours 
crowned with remarkable success, in a part of the world, sup- 
posed by many, to be peculiarly unfavourable. India was 
the boast of the infidel, who thought that no efforts of Chris- 
tianity should ever overcome the Cast, and other barriers of 
idclatry, among those whom he termed the amiable Hindoos. 
This boast is now put to silence ; and, in a great measure, b 
the Baptist Missionaries. Others have done, and are still 
doing wortuily, in the same work. But the most eminent of 
these unite in giving distinguished praise to their Baptist 
brethren. It is universally a that they are executing a 
remarkable number of translations of the Eioly Scriptures ; 
while, at the same time, there is reason to think, that each is 
made with care and fidelity. In the study of the Oriental 
languages, they have made several discoveries of great im- 
portance to general literature. But their literary researches 
have been always subservient to the preaching of the Gospel. 
By this means, many natives have been turned from idols to 
serve the living and true God. Missionary stations, and 
Christian Churches have been established in several places 
of that immense country. Goed has been done not only 
among the natives, but the Europeans also resident in India. 
In Calcutta, where, at no distant period, a serious Christian 
was hardly to be found, there is now a religious public, a re- 
gular supply of the means of grace, and a growing disposition. 
among the people to profit by them. 

At home, Brother Fuller (a name which will be long re- 
membered with the warmest sentiments of affection wat es- 
teem) was the judicious correspondent of his brethren in 
India, and the zealous, indefatigable advocate, in recom- 
mending and vindicating their cause. In promoting the In- 
dia Mission, he was honoured to promote, very extensively, 
the general cause of Christ both at home and abroad, His 
situation, as Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, 
greatly enlarged the sphere of his usefulness, and wonderful- 
ly excited the energy of-his mind, even in the decline of life. 
For many years, he was in the habit of undertaking frequent 
and extensive journies, To the very last, these continued to be 
increasingly acceptable. The excellent sermons ; the amia- 
ble simplicity ; the decidéd superiority of talent combined 
with modesty and candour ; the affection, and the holy ar- 
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dour, of the venerable man; the important business which 
brought him; and the multiplied tokens of divine favour 
which attended it ;--these things made the times of his visits 
to Glasgow, a kind of general jubilee to the Christians of the 
place. His Master would no longer delay inviting him into 
the joy of his Lord. We are, therefore, called by Provi- 
dence, to endeavour to supply the loss of the service, which 
he so ably and faithfully performed. We have formed an 
Auxiliary Society to the India Mission; and we hope that 
Christian friends will, in many places, be led to adopt the 
same measure. 

Independently, indeed, of the death of Mr. Fuller, the 
formation of such Societies is called for by the progress of 
Missionary undertakings. It is accordingly become a gene- 
ral measure, in behalf of all the leading schemes which are 
prosecuting for the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom ; 
and we may hail it as an evidence of growing zeal, and ani- 
mating success. 

The cause of Missions has always been calculated to pro- 
mote Christian liberality. This is the case, not only where 
the Missionary Societies consist of members of different de- 
nominations, but also where they consist of those who belong 
exclusively toone. Where the members are of one denomi- 
nation, and the contributors of many, it is the strongest possi- 
ble proof of liberality. It shows that Christians are disposed 
to encourage what is good wherever they see it; and that 
those, whom they are thus led to assist, have, by wisdom and 
integrity, obtained the confidence of many, beyond the circle 
of their immediate connexions. The Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety, and its numerous friends, are a happy example of this 
state of things. In the Auxiliary Society, which is here an- 
nounced, all denominations of Christians are admissible, both 
among the members and the contributors. At the same time, 
liberality is made perfectly consistent with the strictest ad- 
herence to conscientious principle. Some feel not at liberty 
to promote the Baptist Mission as a whole, who can never- 
theless aid it in an important branch of its operations : such 
ean subscribe separately for the schools, or for the Oriental 
translations of Scripture. 

Of those who confine their aid to the translations of the 
Scripture, some have said, it is sufficient to give more to the 
Bible Society, and this will enable them to add to the very 
liberal donations which they have repeatedly given to the 
Missionaries at Serampore. Those who have formed this 
Auxiliary Society, delight in the Bible Society, and have no 
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doubt of its steady friendship to the Missionaries at Seram- 
pore ; but they are of opinion, that those Missionaries, and 
their constituents at home, deserve immediate support from 
the Christian public at large, and ought not to be left in a state 
of dependence on any other Society, however trust-worthy 
and powerful. 

Ifany should yet urge, that the translations may be errone- 
ous; it may be answered, that no translation is absolutely 
perfect ; yet none probably so bad as not to contain the doc- 
trines of salvation. The first English Bible, translated by 
Wickliffe, was an unspeakable blessing, although it was only 
the version of a version, which was both imperfect and cor- 
rupt. With all its faults, the Vulgate Bible made Luther a 
Christian and a Protestant. We believe our Baptist brethren 
in India translate ably and faithfully, to the best of their know- 
ledge and belief; and what more can be expected from men ? 
The difference of judgment among Christians, on the subject 
of Baptism, is well known ; but very few, we presume, would 
scruple to say, ‘¢ Would to God that all the Brahmans in In- 
dia were made like Brother Fuller or Brother Carey !” 

The Oriental translations of Scripture have the immense 
advantage of being made upon the spot, in the midst of those 
who speak the respective lan uages, and with the assistance 
of their learned men. The Missionaries have an opportuni- 
. of observing the reception which their first attempts obtain 
rom the public, and are already issuing several new editions, 
with all these means of correction and improvement. For 
the sake of these, they cheerfully expose themselves to the 
effects of a climate, very unfavourable to health and longevi- 
ty; and they discover a remarkable degree of vigour in cir- 
cumstances naturally calculated to render them feeble. 

These considerations have led to the formation of “ The 
Glasgow Auxiliary Society, in aid of the Baptist Mission and 
Translations in India.” They are submitted to the pulic, in 
the humble hope that the undertaking will be sanctioned by 


the general approbation and support of Christians, and by the 
blessing of God. 


ft 


[Ir was intended to insert in this place the latest intelli- 
gence received concerning the Moravian Missions. As that 
could not be done, without excluding other matter which it 
was considered proper to have in this Number, the intelli- 
gence above alluded to will be deferred to the next.] 
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Extract of a letter from a Minister of the Gospel, re: 
siding :n the northern part of this State, to a Chris- 
tian friend in this City. It is one among the ma- 

hy accounts frequently received concerning the 
deplorably destitute condition of the people of this 
country in the back settlements, with respect to re- 
ligious privileges. 


Dear Curiprian FRIEND, 

I wave lately taken a tour to the west. This visit has 
produced a train of idezs in my mind, which I take the liber- 
ty of communicating to you, as one whol know is deeply in- 
terested in the cause of the Redeemer. I have been several 
times to the north and west five times in the Canadas ; but 
I never was so deeply impressed with the desolate state of 
our frontier settlements, 2s on my late journey. I was from 
home. 23 days, preached 17 sermons, and travelled 300 
miles. 

I will give you a statement of towns which came within my 
own knowledge, that are wholly destitute of regular Minis- 
ters, with a single exception in a corner of Richland :—West- 
ern, Lee, Florence, Campden, Bengal, Ellisburgh, Richland, 
Rotterdam, and Oswego. Some of these are populous towns, 
and all of them are able to support the Gospel; but, alas! 
there are none to break the bread of life to precious souls. 
Here is a district containing 10,15, or 20 thousand inhabit- 
ants, and but one individual to proclaim salvation to perish- 
ing sinners. ‘To the north as far as the St. Lawrence, and 
east to Champlain, there are probably not six Gospel Minis- 
ters ; an extent of territory including the quarter of the State 
of New-York, with a population of 70 or 80,000 souls, sitting 
comparatively in a state of darkness and death. I present 
to your view a subject sufficient to draw tears of blood from 
the eyes of Christians. Who could refrain, after viewing the 
melancholy picture, from exclaiming, Who is on the Lord’s 
side? Are there any who have a spark of graee, who will 
refuse to give every aid in their power, to send the means of 
salvation to their fellow-citizens ? My bowels yearn over my 
brethren, and I am willing to do all in my power for their re- 
lief. 

After stating the subject in a very imperfect manner, an im- 
portant and momentous question presents itself to every 
Christian in the State : How shall the evils which carry death 
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and destruction to thousands, be remedied? In answer, I 
observe, it is the cause of God which presents itself to every 
Christian’s view, who are bound by every principle, moral 
and religious, to bring into operation all the means in their 
power, and rely upon the divine blessing for success. In 
place of sending Missionaries to the East-Indies, or even to 
the heathen in the wilderness, charity requires that we should 
begin at home, and turn our attention first to our neighbours. 
But you: will see, that all the Missionary Societies in the 
State, with the aid of the other States, in their present condi- 
tion, are inadequate to remedy the evils. It will require an 
hundred additional Ministers, to supply the wants of this 
State: but where can they be found? In reply, God is pour- 
ing out his Spirit on our seminaries, and thus fitting and in- 
clining the minds of our youth to consecrate themselves to his 
service. God always fits instruments for his work. The 
great day of his power and grace is at hand. In the mean 
time, let Missionary Societies unite in sending forth as many 
pious, zealous, and prudent Ministers as they can support ; 
give particular directions and instructions to preach the Gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus, distribute hooks, form libraries, or- 
ganize Churches, and do all the work of Evangelists. 

[ have, dear friend, laid before you a subject I feel deeply 
interested in, and hope you will coincide with me in its im- 
portance ; and I doubt not you will bring into operation all 
the Christian energies of your mind, to promote the cause of 
our common Lord. : 

I remain your friend, and servant in the Lord. 


(CIRCULAR.) 
To the several Bible Societies in the United States of 


America. 
BRETHREN, 

Ir is with, peculiar pleasure that ] once more address you, 
on the interesting subject of the extension of the Redeemer’s 
Kingdom, by disseminating his Gospel wherever it is not 
known. After serious reflection, I determined again to soli- 
cit a meeting of Delegates from such Bible Societies as shall 
cordially join in this measure. ' Having laid this proposal 
before the Bible Society of New-York, it took a more enlarg- 
ed view of the plan, and adopted the following resolutions : 

“ Resolved, 1st. That it is highly desirable to obtain, upon 
as large a scale as possible, a co-operation of the efforts of 
the Christian community throughout the U:sited States, for the 
efficient distribution of the Holy Scriptures. 
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2d. That as a mean for the attainment of this end, it will 
be expedient to havea Convention of Delegates from such 
Bible Societies, as shall be disposed to concur in this mea- 
sure, to meet at ———, on the day of ——— next, for 
the purpose of considering whether such a co-operation may 
be effected in a better manner than by the correspondence 
of the different Societies,.as now eatgblished ; and if so, that 
they prepare the draft of a plan for such co-operation, to be 
submitted to the different Societies for their decision. 

3d. That the Secretary transmit the above resolutions to 
the President of the New-Jersey Bible Society, as expressive 
of the opinion of this. Board, on the measures therein contain- 
ed, and at the same time signifying the wish of this Board that 
he would exercise his own discretion in bringing the subject 
before the public.” a 

In pursuance of the foregoing resolutions, requesting me to 





' designate the. time and place at which the proposed moriing 


of Delegates from the rent Bible Societies in the Unite 
States shall take place ; after mature deliberation, and con- 
sulting with judicious friends on this important subject, I am 
decidedly of opinion that the most suitable place for the pro- 
posed meeting is in thé*@ity of New-York, and the most con- 
venient time, the second’Wednesday of May next; and I do 
appoint and recommend the said meeting to be held at that 
time and place. Should it please a merciful God to raise me 
from the bed of sickness to which I am now confined, it will 
afford me the highest satisfaction to attend at that time, and 
contribute all in my power, toward the establishment and or- 
ganization of a Society which, with the blessing of God, I 
have not the least-doubt will an time, in point of usefulness, 
be second only to the parent institution (the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society), shed an unfading lustre on our Christian 
commuity, and prove a‘blessing to our country and the world. 
ELIAS BOUDINOT, President of 
N.J. Bible Society. 

Burlington, Jan. 17th; 1816. 

The Board of Managers of thé New-York Bible Society have appointed five 
of their members, Delegates to the above-mentioned Convention. 

) -2-o— 

TH® Stereotype Plates for the Bible, to be edited in this City, by the New- 
York and Auxiliary New-York Bib’e Societies, are about half done. The 
printing of the first edition is delayed by the want of suitable paper for the 
work. Persons desirous of contracting for the supply of common medium pa- 
per, are requested to send in their terms to the Editor of this publication, 





